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Whether this opinion, fo long transmitted and fa 
widely propagated, had its beginning from truth and 
nature, or from accident and prejudice, whether k 
be decreed by the authority of reafon, or the tyranny 
of ignorance, that of all the candidates for literary 
praile, the unhappy lexicographer holds the loweft place, 
neither vanity nor intereft incited me to enquire. It 
appeared that the province allotted me was of all the 
regions of learning generally confeffed to be the leaft 
delightful, that it was believed to produce neither 
fruits nor flowers, and that after a long and laborious 
cultivation, not even the barren laurel had been found 
upon it. 

Yet on this province, my Lord, I enter'd with the 
pleafing hope, that as it was low, it likewife would 
be fafe. I was drawn forward with the profpect of 
employment, which, tho' not fplendid, would be ufeful, 
and which tho' it could not make my life envied, would 
keep it innocent; which would awaken no paffion, en- 
gage me in no contention, nor throw in my way any 
temptation to difturb the quiet of others by eenfure, 
or my own by flattery, 

I had read indeed of times, in which princes and 
ftatefmen thought it part of their honour to promote 
the improvement of their native tongues, and in which 
dictionaries were written under the protection of great- 
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nefs. To the patrons of fuch undertakings, I willingly 
paid the homage of believing that they, who were thus 
folicitous for the perpetuity of their language, had rea- 
fon to expect that their actions would be celebrated by 
pofterity, and that the eloquence which they promoted 
would be employed in their praife. But I confidered 
fuch acts of beneficence as prodigies, recorded rather 
to raife wonder than expectation ; and content with the 
terms that I had ftipulated, had not fuffered my ima- 
gination to flatter me with any other encouragement, 
when I found that my defign had been thought by your 
Lordlhip of importance fuflicient to attract your fa- 
vour. 

How far this unexpected diftinction can be rated 
among the happy incidents of life, I am not yet able 

to determine. Its firft effect has been to make me 
anxious left it fhould fix the attention of the public 
too much upon me, and as it once happened to an 
epic poet of France, by railing the reputation of the 
attempt, obftruct the reception of the work. I imagine 
what the world will expect from a fcheme, profecutcd 
under your Lordfhip's influence, and I know that ex- 
pectation, when her wings are once expanded, eafily 
reaches heights which performance never will attain, 
and when fhe has mounted the fummit of perfection] 
derides her follower, who dies in the purfuit. 
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